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students and professors at the University of Prague, early In
the fifteenth century, adopted one set of philosophic doctrines,
the Czechs took an opposite stand. In the succeeding cen-
turies this pattern of antipathies was complicated because
much of Luther's teaching was congenial to> the anti-papal
Bohemians, and some of their strongest nationalistic-minded
leaders were of German blood. On the other hand their rulers
were, after 1526, the Habsburgs, who, though German in
blood and language, were at odds with the German princes to
the north of the mountains. The antipathy of the Czechs then
came to be focussed less upon Germans as such than upon
their specific German overlords, the Habsburgs. Indeed, at
one point in the seventeenth century the Czech estates so
modified their anti-German bias as to elect the German
Palatine, Frederick, to be their King; and over a hundred
years later repeated the gesture of defiance against the Habs-
burgs by electing the Duke of Bavaria to the throne. Their
experience with Metternich and Habsburg absolutism in the
nineteenth century only deepened their hatred of Austrian
Germanism, and to a degree, particularly for some years after
1848, they looked beyond the mountains to a temporarily more
liberal Germany with some warmth. But when the aggressive
intention^ of Bismarckian imperial Germany became clear to
them,.it was only natural for thinking Czechs and Slovaks to
come to a conviction tliat all Germans, Austrian or Reich,
looked upon the Slavs as potential vassals.

But this conviction was arrived at only after the Germans
had given more than adequate justification for it. It was by
no means an idee fixe among the Czechs. How readily they
could be persuaded to be friendly with neighbours of German
blood may be seen by their attitude toward the post-igi8
Austrian Republic. When Austria was no longer in a position
to oppress them the Czechs were among the first and most
generous to give moral and financial support to a republic un-
practiced in self-government and economic self-sufficiency.